
 

 

Sermon Title: Engaging God Through Community Part 2 
 
Scripture: Acts 2:42-47 
 
Sermon Outline: 
 
 

1. We should engage in community at ___________________ LEVELS.  
 

a. Jesus did… 
1. The synagogue Luke 4:16 (worship service) 

a. Brings joy to God’s heart 
b. momentum/energy- “spurs us on” 
c. general instruction/teaching, Gospel gets re-presented 
d. Global prayer for God’s church as a whole, government, 

etc. 
 

2. Discipled the twelve (Life Group) 
a. specific application of truth 
b. transparency/vulnerability 
c. Encouragement 
d. Accountability 

 
3. Inner circle of three (Accountability partner, best friend, 

counselor, etc.) 
a. Highest level of intimacy, vulnerability, accountability 

 
b. The early church did...ACTS 2:42-47. They met in the temple and from house to 

house. The Apostle Paul had an inner circle that at different points during his 
ministry included Barnabas, Silas, Titus, Timothy, Luke, and John Mark. 

 
2. How to GET the most and GIVE the most when you engage in christian community at 

the Life Group level: 
 

a. How to GET the most.... 
i. Be __________________ (Jesus disciples were.) (The early church was.) 



1. Make it like a work appointment 
2. Do your homework 
3. Come ready to share 
4. Pray for the meeting and group members ahead of time. 
5. Consistent participation helps with the comfort level of the 

participants and helps the leader plan 
 

ii. Be __________________ (The disciples were.) 
1. Remove electronic devices 
2. Don’t have side conversations 
3. Don’t go on bunny trails (“who is the greatest” conversation) 

 
iii. Be committed to _________________ as a disciple of Christ. The 

purpose of all Christian community is to grow in our ability to glorify God 
with our life, enjoy him, and teach others to do the same. This purpose is 
accomplished as we grow in surrendered obedience to all that Jesus 
commanded. This is what we need to be held accountable to. 

1. Be teachable (Get behind me Satan) 
2. Be vulnerable/transparent (Jesus with the three, his 

transfiguration) 
a. Share your sin, struggles, sorrows, fears, disappointments, 

and needs as well as your joys and successes. This takes 
courage! 

3. Be accountable 
 

b. How to GIVE the most… 
 

i. Be committed to the spiritual growth of those in your group. 
1. Don’t make the group only about you 
2. Be a listener and ask good questions (Jesus asked a ton of 

questions. 339 to be exact.) 
3. Be an empathy dispenser (carry each other’s burdens) 

a. Don’t be Mr. Brightside or Mr. Fix it. 
4. Hold others accountable 
5. Be generous 

a. Give your possessions, finances, and time to meet the 
needs of group members. 

ii. Be willing to ________________. 
1. What you have experienced needs to be shared. 
2. This is how the church grows, God’s kingdom expands. 

 

 



Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Are you experiencing community at the levels that Jesus and the early 
church did?  
 

2. What level of community do you find most difficult and why? 
 

3. How have you benefited from each level of community? 
 

4. What are the biggest roadblocks to being faithful to a life group? 
 

5. How would you explain to a person the importance of not only being 
physically present but also mentally and emotionally present in a life 
group? 

 
6. Why is vulnerability/transparency critical for spiritual growth? 

 
7. Why are many Christians so afraid of giving and receiving accountability? 

 
8. Why is a focus on multiplication at the life group level essential? 

 
9. What are the biggest barriers to life groups multiplying? How do we 

overcome them? 
 

10. After considering the content of this sermon, what are some main ways 
that your life group can be improved? 
 

Answer Key: 
1: multiple 2ai: faithful 2aii: present 2aiii: growing 2bii multiply 


