Get to Know the
2020 Board Nominees
JIM KURZEN - ELDER
Jim and his wife Brenda have been married for 45 years, and they
have 5 children. One of their children lives here in Ohio, and the
other four are out of state. They have 9 grandchildren. Jim is a
long-time teacher at Tuslaw Middle School, and he coaches at
both the middle school and high school levels.

As a sophomore in high school, Jim knew he was lost, but he was
reluctant to do anything about it. He attended a Bill Glass
crusade at Massillon football stadium, where for the first time
He made the decision to trust Christ. It wasn’t until college that he became serious about
following Jesus and began his lifetime walk with Him. God faithfully continues to challenge Jim
as he serves Him and studies His word. His leadership role with the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes is something he enjoys and that keeps him seeking God.

For Jim, serving on the board of directors over the past several years has been both challenging
and rewarding. He loves Abundant Life, our pastor, and the men and women who lead it. He
would be honored to serve again if elected.

DUSTIN PAULSON - ELDER
Dustin Paulson moved from Oklahoma to Ohio in 2000 to become
a youth minister, and that’s when he met Andrea. They’ve been
married nearly 16 years, and they have three children: Ethan,
Autumn, and Aurora. Their family enjoys bike rides, watching
movies, and game nights.

Dustin works in sales and service for a landscaping company in
Canton, and in his free time, he enjoys building the family’s
library, hand drumming, gold panning, and talking theology.

Dustin was saved at the age of 18 when a friend told him about what Jesus had done for him, what
the Gospel was, and what the punishment for breaking God’s laws was. When he understood these
truths, he believed, repented, and decided to follow Jesus wherever He leads. Recently, Dustin has
been studying about creativity and creating culture for the Kingdom. He’s also been learning about
how loving God can look different for each of His children because He’s created us so uniquely.

It is because Dustin loves seeing believers find out and thrive in their God-given gifts and graces
that he looks forward to the potential of serving on the board of directors at Abundant Life. As a
leader, he would love to be a help for God’s people and to help his fellow brothers and sisters
share the Gospel and the miracle of salvation with the lost.

RYAN RODOCKER - ELDER
Ryan Rodocker is the happy husband of Janelle and the proud
Dad of three beautiful girls, Victoria, Avery, and Monroe. He is
the Assistant Principal of Tuslaw High School as well as the
Technology Director for Tuslaw Local Schools.

While Ryan has known Jesus his entire life and attended church in
his growing up years, he came to a more trusting and committed
relationship with Christ while he was in college. Over the past
five years, his relationship with the Lord has deepened as his
understanding of the Gospel has grown. Ryan wants to obey and grow closer to Jesus every day
and to delight in Him and try to resemble Him, all while knowing that he is accepted and loved by
Him.

Ryan would be extremely excited to use his leadership experience in different ways to help support
the church and serve the members of the church. He would also like to support Pastor Shane and
help him thrive in his position. Ultimately, Ryan wants to live out Abundant Life’s mission: “To
express our gratitude to Christ for what he has done for us, to glorify God, to enjoy Him forever,
and to teach others to do the same.”

DAVE KURZEN - ELDER
Dave Kurzen has been married to his wife Ryanne for 10 years,
and they are the parents of Zachery, Aubrey, Elsie, and Hattie. He
is the building principal at Innes Middle School in the Akron
Public School system, where he is in charge of instructional
leadership and the day to day operations of the school.

Dave feels blessed to have grown up in a Christian home where
he was taught what it meant to follow Jesus. Because of this
home environment, he became a Christian at a very young age
and invited Him to be the Lord and Savior of his life. In his younger years, Dave found it a struggle
to not just be a nominal Christian, but to live life with Jesus truly as his Lord. It wasn’t until early
adulthood that he was convicted to really allow Jesus full control of his life. While it’s been a long
process, through discipleship and Christian community, following Jesus is who he is, not just what
he wants to do.

What excites Dave about the prospect of joining the board of directors is working with a team of
amazing men to help lead Abundant Life in their efforts to reach as many people as possible for
the Kingdom. He would like the chance to help look for opportunities for our church to further the
mission we’re on and to help others grow in a deeper relationship with Jesus.

GARY HOWELL - DEACON
Gary Howell is married to Jen, and they have a 2 year old
daughter named Kinsley. He and Jen moved to Massillon from
Florida in the spring of 2019. Professionally, Gary wears several
hats: he is a real estate agent specializing in selling large tracts
of land, a piano tuner, and the custodian here at Abundant Life.

From childhood, Gary believed in the existence of Jesus Christ,
much as many children might believe in Santa Claus. However, in
his early twenties, a coworker began to share about Christ and
the truth of the Bible. In his thirties, Gary began to attend a church with an active young adult
ministry where he grew in relationship with Jesus and met his wife.

What excites Gary most about the prospect of serving on the board of directors is the opportunity
to serve others. He sees this as a chance to follow Jesus’ command to store up treasures in heaven
as he pursues relationships and plants seeds of faith.

JERRY SHACKLE - DEACON
Jerry Shackle and his wife Kim have been married for 39 years,
and they have three children: Jenny, Brandon, and Justin. They are
also blessed with 6 grandchildren. In his time at Abundant Life,
Jerry has served in various roles. Jerry is currently retired, but he
worked in several vocations throughout his life, ranging from
military service to driving truck.

After a devastating divorce and a dangerous medical situation,
Jerry had an overwhelming spiritual experience in which he
realized his need for Christ. He knew that he needed to invite Jesus into his heart. In more recent
times, God is teaching Jerry to let go of his ego and that allowing others to help him is as
important as serving others.

Jerry is excited at the chance to serve on the board of directors simply because he is excited to
serve. He recognizes that there are many people in need, and he finds joy in meeting those needs.
He loves working with fellow church members to bring the hope and joy of Jesus by helping others
in whatever ways he can.

BILL SLATER - DEACON
Bill Slater was born in Martins Ferry Ohio and moved to Massillon
in 1978, where he met and married his wife Susi, who went to be
with Jesus in 2016. His career was managing and later owning the
Commercial Sound Division of the M.H. Martin Audio Visual
Company.

Bill was introduced to Christianity by his parents as a child and
was baptized when he was 18. He made his way to Abundant Life
later in his adulthood after watching his friends, the Grabills, and
how they conducted their Christian lives.

After Susi’s passing, Bill felt numb to life. He was participating in Abundant Life activities and
projects, but felt like he needed to do more. Recently, he’s been praying for God to lead him to a
way to be productive and involved in His work, and Bill believes that God’s answer may be in
helping lead the church as a deacon.

