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#1 God ESTABLISHES His Kingdom

A. The entire world is God’s Kingdom. Psalm 103:19

B. God created human beings in his kingly image to be in a loving relationship with him and
to rule over his kingdom on his behalf so that everything in his kingdom flourished.

#2 REBELLION in the Kingdom

A. Humans rebelled against God.

B. As a result, decay, suffering, conflict, and death entered God’s Kingdom.

#3 The PROMISE of a Restored Kingdom

A. God promised to one day send a special king that would restore his Kingdom by
defeating all supernatural and human forces that opposed him. Genesis 3:15, Isaiah
9:6-7

#4 The ARRIVAL of the King and the Restored Kingdom

A. People were baffled by the sort of king Jesus was and how he went about subduing his
opposition.

B. God knew that if right out of the gate he sent Jesus as a conquering Lion, there would be
absolutely no one left standing because everyone was guilty of rebelling against him.

C. Jesus died to pay the price for the rebellion of his enemies so that they could be forgiven
and turned not just into friends but sons and daughters in his royal family.

D. Jesus would first conquer his opponents not by forced submission but rather by loving
them into freely chosen submission.

#6 The COMPLETION of the Restored Kingdom
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A. Jesus promised that one day he would come as a Lion and completely eradicate from
his kingdom all the forces and people that persist in opposing him. The New Testament
writers talk about this too. 1 Corinthians 15:24-26

#5 The SPREAD of the Restored Kingdom

B. Jesus wants more and more people to have the opportunity to encounter him as a
sacrificial Lamb and freely choose to respond to his love by submitting themselves to
him.

C. If Jesus did not ascend to the Father’s right hand in heaven, he would have not been
able to give his followers the gift of the Holy Spirit.

D. The restored Kingdom of God is present wherever Jesus is present and his will is being
done.

E. As Jesus’s followers, filled with the Holy Spirit, multiplied and spread over the globe,
God’s personal presence and his will being done on earth expanded.

F. Jesus leaving and the Holy Spirit coming is not only better for the spread of the Kingdom
of God but also for the individual believer.

a. It is one thing to have Jesus teaching you from the outside but it is even a greater
thing to have Jesus inside of you by the Holy Spirit actually rewiring you so that
you understand and desire his teaching and have him empowering you to live it
out.

b. It is better to have Jesus’s personal presence inside of you, through the Holy
Spirit, instead of in the flesh next to you. Jesus left so that he would never have
to leave nor forsake us. Jesus left so that he could be with us always even to the
end of the age.

i. The story of the risen Jesus and Mary Magdalene in John 20.

G. Jesus has passed the baton to his followers and the reason we can spread the restored
Kingdom of God is due to the fact that we have access to the same power that Jesus
relied on to establish the restored Kingdom.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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1. Does the fact that the Bible consists of 66 books written by 40 authors from three
different continents over nearly 2,000 years and yet it tells one cohesive story give your
reason to believe that it is the Word of God? Why or why not?

2. Is the biblical theme of the Kingdom of God a difficult theme for you to grasp? Why or
why not?

3. Why do you think that Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God more than anything else?

4. Have you always believed that the universe is God’s Kingdom? Why or why not?

5. When you consider Isaiah’s description of God’s special King that was to come in Isaiah
9:6-7, what descriptor most resonates with you and why?

6. In what ways was Jesus a different King than the world expected? In what ways is his
kingdom different than what the world expected?

7. Why is it significant that Jesus is both the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God?

8. When you think of the fully restored Kingdom of God, what do you imagine? What are
you looking forward to the most?

9. Why didn’t Jesus first come as a Lion and why is he allowing his Kingdom to spread
before he brings it in full?

10. The Kingdom of God is present wherever Jesus is present and his will is being done.
Where and what ways have you seen manifestations of the Kingdom of God this past
week, month, or year?

11. For the spread of the Kingdom,why is it better to have Jesus living inside of his people
instead of Jesus being physically present on earth?

12. Why is it better for the believer to have Jesus living inside of them instead of Jesus being
physically present on earth?

13. If you are a Christian, how often do you live with an awareness that Jesus lives in you?
How can you cultivate a greater awareness? How would a greater awareness of Jesus
living in you impact your life?

14. What evidence is there in your life that Jesus is your King? Is there any evidence that
would say otherwise?
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