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BIG IDEA:

The Holy Spirit empowers courageous Deed AND Word
ministry that exalts King Jesus and His Kingdom.

#1 The Holy Spirit EMPOWERS.

A. What does it mean to be “filled with the Holy Spirit?”

a. The phrase can refer to the initial entrance of the Spirit inside a believer that
takes place at conversion.

b. The phrase can refer to the Holy Spirit having His way in the thoughts, attitudes,
motivations, words, and actions of a believer.

c. When we receive Jesus as Lord and Savior through repentance and faith and we
are filled with the Holy Spirit, we are filled with ALL of the third person of the
Trinity. Therefore to be filled with the Holy Spirit after the initial reception of the
Spirit can’t mean getting more of the Holy Spirit. It has to mean that the Holy is
informing and directing the total person.

d. It is possible for a Christian to possess the full person of the Holy Spirit but not be
filled with the Spirit.

e. In Ephesians 5, the Apostle Paul compares and contrasts being filled with the
Spirit to being drunk on wine.

i. When a person is drunk, the alcohol is affecting every part of them. When
a person is filled with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit is affecting every part of
them.

ii. However alcohol intoxication leads to debauchery while Spirit intoxication
leads to understanding what the will of the Lord is, and understanding the
will of the Lord leads to wise living.
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B. The first Christians were able to do the extraordinary things that they did because they
didn’t just merely possess the Spirit, but because they were filled with the Spirit

#2 The Holy Spirit provides COURAGE.

A. The Holy Spirit provides believers with courage to spread the good news about King
Jesus and his Kingdom.

B. Courage as “the ability to do something that frightens one.” Courage is not the absence
of fear, but rather, acting in spite of it.

C. When we read Acts, we have a tendency  to think that a by-product of the Holy Spirit
filling the first Christians was the removal of all fear in their hearts. If this were so, they
would have never had to have prayed for boldness.

D. Living for Jesus requires you to do many things scared!

#3 The Holy Spirit equips a person for DEED AND WORD ministry.

A. Deed ministry is meeting the needs of the hurting, needy, or marginalized through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

B. Deed ministry opens the door for Word ministry.

C. Word ministry is the sharing of the Good News about King Jesus and His Kingdom,
which includes what Jesus has done to make it possible for people to live under His rule
and enter His Eternal Kingdom.

D. Deed and Word ministry were meant to go together.

a. If we only engage in deed ministry, needs will be met but people’s ultimate need
to know Jesus as Lord and Savior will go unmet because as Paul tells us in
Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

b. If we only engage in Word ministry and don’t engage in deeds that open people
up to hearing the Word and really considering it, and that provide evidence that
what we claim is true, our message will fall on deaf ears.

#4 The Holy Spirit EXALTS King Jesus and His Kingdom.

A. One of the main jobs of the Holy Spirit is to help people see the greatness and goodness
of Jesus Christ.
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B. How do you know that you have the Holy Spirit living inside of you and filling you? Jesus
is increasingly becoming more beautiful and wonderful to your mind and heart.

C. Helpful Quotes:

a. Jurgen Moltmann:

i. When Jesus expels demons and heals the sick (we could add when the
Apostles expelled demons and healed the sick), he is driving out of
creation the powers of destruction, and is healing and restoring created
beings who are hurt and sick. The lordship of God to which the healings
witness, restores creation to health. Jesus' healings are not supernatural
miracles in a natural world. They are the only truly 'natural' thing in a
world that is unnatural, demonized and wounded. . . . Finally, with the
resurrection of Christ, the new creation begins, pars pro toto, with the
crucified one.1

b. Tim Keller

i. Were a reminder of what once was prior to the fall and a preview of what
will eventually be a universal reality once again--a world of peace and
justice, without death, disease, or conflict.2

D. Small deeds can exalt Jesus and His Kingdom too!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the difference between being filled with the Holy Spirit at conversion and being
filled with the Holy Spirit as a Christian.

2. Is there anything keeping you from praying from the heart Richard Foster’s prayer
located at the end of this guide?

3. What area of your life do you find most difficult to relinquish control to the Holy Spirit?
4. When have you exhibited a large amount of courage in your life? When have you

displayed a large amount of courage in order to see Jesus and His Kingdom exalted?
5. What would you do in your life to exalt King Jesus and his Kingdom if you knew you

couldn't fail?
6. How would Jesus live your life if he were you? If he had your personality, your financial

resources, your talents and gifts, your family, your home, your job,V etc.?
7. Do you find Deed or Word ministry easier for you to engage in? Why is this the case?
8. Have you experienced Deed ministry “prime the pump” for Word ministry?

2https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/644480-christ-s-miracles-were-not-the-suspension-of-the-natural-ord
er

1 http://dogmadoxa.blogspot.com/2013/02/miracles-and-restoration-of-truly.html
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9. What resonates with you in regards to the Holy Spirit being a spotlight for Jesus?
10. Give a specific example of when you were a spotlight for Jesus this past week.

Today, O Lord, I yield myself to you.
May your will be my delight today.
May your way have perfect sway in me.
May your love be the pattern of my living.
I surrender to you
my hopes,
my dreams,
my ambitions.
Do with them what you will, when you will, as you will.
I place into your loving care
my family,
my friends,
my future.
Care for them with a care that I can never give.
I release into your hands
my need to control,
my craving for status,
my fear of obscurity.
Eradicate the evil, purify the good, and establish your
kingdom on earth.
For Jesus’ sake,
Amen.
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