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BIG IDEA:

When the truth regarding Jesus is shared, the Holy Spirit cuts people to the
heart by convicting them of sin, righteousness, and judgement.

#1 The Holy Spirit convicts the world of SIN.

A. There is no greater sin than failing to trust Jesus.

B. When we stand before God on judgement day, God will ask: “What did you do with my
Son, Jesus Christ? God won’t ask about your religious background or doctrinal views.
The only thing that will matter is, did you accept what Jesus did for you and did you learn
to love and trust him?”1

C. People do not go to hell because they smoke, drink, or curse but because they reject
faith in Christ.2

D. We are all looking to some thing or person to save us.

E. Every thing or person other than Jesus that we look to for salvation ultimately destroys
us and our relationships.

#2 The Holy Spirit convicts the world of RIGHTEOUSNESS.

A. Jesus showed us what true righteousness is.

B. Jesus going to the Father's right hand in heaven was proof that he was the truly
righteous one. The Father would not have raised Jesus in the place of ultimate authority
if he wasn't.

C. In every decision Jesus made, every thought he had, every word he spoke, every
motivation of his heart, and every action he undertook, Jesus perfectly loved God the
Father and his neighbor as himself.

2 John Holman New Testament Commentary by Kenneth Gangel loc. John 16:9.
1 The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren p. 42.
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D. The Holy Spirit  convinces us of Jesus's righteousness and our unrighteousness.

#3 The Holy Spirit convicts the world of JUDGEMENT.

A. The Holy Spirit convinces people that Judgement Day is real.

B. Jesus said in John 16:11 that the Holy Spirit convinces “the world of judgment, because
the ruler of this world is judged.” How does the Holy Spirit use the fact that the ruler of
this world has been judged to convince the world that Judgement Day is real? When was
the ruler of this world judged? Passages like John 12:31 tell us that Jesus, through his
death and resurrection, broke Satan’s ruling power over the world. How so? Jesus made
a way for man to be transferred from Satan’s Kingdom of darkness to God’s Kingdom of
light. What kept a person locked under Satan’s ruling power and separated from the life
giving rule of God? Unforgiven sin.

C. Because Jesus, through his death and resurrection, broke the ruling power of Satan to
enslave and destroy, we have every reason to believe that when Jesus returns, he will
totally destroy Satan and every person who chooses to remain in the enemy’s kingdom
by rejecting Christ.

D. The Holy Spirit makes the reality of sin, righteousness, and judgement real to a person’s
heart. The Holy Spirit then leads a person to ask what Peter’s audience asked in verse
37, “What shall we do?" In other words, "We are sinful, we are unrighteous, and when
Jesus returns in judgement, we will be condemned. What shall we do?"

a. Acts 2:38-39

38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children,
and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

b. Repentance is a change of direction in a person’s life rather than simply a mental
change of attitude or a feeling of remorse.

c. What happens when you repent?

i. God forgives all your sins...past, present, and future, and the Holy Spirit
that has cut you to the heart comes to live in your heart!

ii. You are transferred from the Kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of light.
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iii. Satan’s enslaving power over you is broken and you are now free to know
God, learn to trust him, and live righteously.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is there no greater sin than rejecting Jesus?

2. Have you accepted Jesus and are you learning to love and trust him? If not, why not? If
yes, what evidence is in your life supports your claim?

3. What do you make of the statement, "People do not go to Hell because they smoke,
drink, or curse but because they reject faith in Christ"?

4. In your life, what things other than Jesus have you looked to for salvation? In other
words, who or what have you looked to for the source of your identity, to give your life
meaning and purpose, to give you a reason to live, to prove that you matter, to make you
feel secure, to erase or at least cancel out your failures and to heal you of the guilt,
shame, and insecurities that plague you?

5. In what ways do false saviors crush us and our relationships?

6. Recently, how have you failed to love God supremely and to love your neighbor as you
love yourself?

7. When you consider that in every decision Jesus made, every thought he had, every word
he spoke, every motivation of his heart, and every action he undertook, Jesus perfectly
loved God the Father and his neighbor as himself, what thoughts and feelings come to
mind?

8. When Jesus returns, he will totally defeat Satan and every person who chooses to
remain in the enemy’s kingdom by rejecting Christ. How should this truth impact your
life?
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