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A NOTE FROM PASTOR SHANE

Dear Reader,

I want to thank you for taking the time to review Abundant Life Christian Fellowship’s annual 

report! The contents of this report will fill you in on many of our church’s ministry highlights 

from September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. 

As you read evidence of God’s faithfulness to our church family, may your heart, like mine, be 

moved to gratitude and praise! 

If you were one of those individuals that God used to sustain our church through your service 

and giving, thank you so much! What a joy it is to labor with people like you! I hope you 

continue to use your God given talents, time, and treasure at Abundant Life so that we see 

more people reached and transformed by the power of Christ.

Looking forward to more of God’s faithfulness in the year ahead!

Pastor Shane



SUNDAY MORNING 
MINISTRY

The Sunday Morning Ministry Team, led by Brandon and Hailey Jurkovich, oversees the 

different teams and aspects that are experienced on Sunday mornings during our services, 

from our greeters to those running the technology to the MC’s to the music team. We are 

blessed to get a chance to serve every person who comes through the doors on a Sunday 

morning. And one of our goals is that each person who attends our services or even 

watches them online grows in their knowledge and love of Jesus Christ and experiences 

transformation by the power of God’s Spirit. And even beyond that, our bigger, even more 

important goal is that God would be greatly glorified and honored in what we do and that 

people could see His greatness as they either experience or re-experience the gospel 

through the different elements of the morning and service.

In the past year, the Sunday Morning Ministry Team was blessed to see some really 

amazing moments when God was clearly at work. The Christmas and Easter seasons stand 

out as clear highlights for the year. Abundant Life was once again able to celebrate New 

Life Sunday with baptisms, and nothing is more precious than rejoicing together with our 

church families in those moments. The team also oversaw and implemented the change to 

two services, which was a big change and a huge step for our church. The team was also 

greatly blessed by Billy Pierce’s willingness to step into a leadership role and lead worship, 

one time doing so at the last minute when most of the team was out of town.

As the team’s leaders considered how best to live out the vision of “On Purpose: Pressing in 

to What Matters Most,” they agreed that taking care of the the volunteers that work 

together to do the work of the team was what mattered most. So they really leaned into 

that idea by simplifying many of the processes and procedures in order to help lighten 

their loads.

Moving forward into a year with the vision of “Firm Foundation: Gospel Grounded. Always 

Ready.”, the team plans to be intentional about the songs that they include this year that 

point to this theme. They want the songs we sing to be focused and centered on Christ 

and the gospel. The Sunday Morning Ministry Team also wants to reinforce to those they 

lead the importance of being ready every Sunday morning to minister to those who come 

through the doors and experience our different ministries. They want to encourage people 

to be grounded in the gospel and to allow God to pour into them so they can pour into 

others. 



HOSPITALITY TEAM
At this time, the hospitality ministry, led by Eric and Rachel Robinette, 

includes Sunday morning greeters and overseeing the Sunday Morning 

Breakfast Ministry. The Hospitality team welcomes new people and 

returning members to church, helping them feel seen and appreciated. 

The goal of the hospitality ministry is to make sure that everyone feels that 

they have a place in God’s presence and in His house as well. 

Over the past year, the team has rejoiced to see the start of the breakfast 

team lead by Angie and Paul Hamrick, so many young people interested 

in serving breakfast, and new greeters join the team during the “Say Yes” 

campaign. They’ve seen God’s handiwork in various ways, first in simply 

looking around the basement of church on Sunday mornings and 

watching everyone eating breakfast and talking with each other. This is 

made possible each week by the breakfast team, and the fellowship time 

it creates is amazing to see. The other is in seeing greeters step up to 

answer the call as they welcome folks with a warm smile on their faces. 

The team knows that warm greetings and interest shown by believers at 

Abundant Life is the reason many of us were originally drawn to return, 

and they believe it will be the reason that others do too. 

Through Angee and Paul’s work in the breakfast service, the team saw the 

vision of the year come to realization. They made time to begin the 

breakfast ministry, which was making time for God’s call on their lives, and 

moving priorities in their lives so they could serve “on purpose.” The team 

saw another example in the greeters as they worked to make sure there 

was a smiling face at the doors. They joyfully sacrificed time and 

convenience to be a welcoming presence. 

As the Hospitality Team looks to the new year and its vision of “Firm 

Foundation: Gospel Grounded. Always Ready,” they see that welcoming 

people is an important part of the gospel, because the gospel is an 

invitation. As the team welcomes and serves people, it will hopefully 

create even more space in their hearts for the gospel and more of Christ. 

Being ready to respond to whomever may come through the doors is also 

part of the “always ready” vision. The team is excited to see breakfast 

continue to grow and develop; it just gets better and better. They’re also 

excited to get even more people involved in starting Sunday morning 

conversations in the sanctuary as well. They would like to introduce new 

roles for people who would like to serve by having meaningful 

conversations with new and returning members each week. They hope to 

see people excited and volunteering for roles like these.



SUNDAY MORNING 
BREAKFAST TEAM
The Sunday Morning Breakfast team, led by Paul and Angee Hamrick, is responsible for the 

delicious breakfasts we’ve all come to enjoy between services on Sundays. They work hard to not 

only feed us, but to create an environment in which we can enjoy one another’s company, meet 

new people, and live out the call to love one another well.

The team has served between 50-100 people each Sunday, and they have developed teams to 

lead on different Sundays of the month. This allows Paul and Angee to get a break and help 

support and encourage others with the gift of hospitality. The team currently consists of 7-10 

different people. They’ve also have been blessed to have the youth group, led by Kody Shilling, 

host breakfast every 3rd Sunday of the month. They would LOVE to have more volunteers. If you 

are someone who has an interest in food or just wants a place to serve–then they have a place for 

you on the team!

God has clearly been at work through this team over the past year. The number of people who 

come downstairs to enjoy breakfast has continued to increase. It is a joy to see people connect 

through coffee and food. On any given Sunday morning, you can come down the stairs to the 

basement and see people laughing and enjoying one another. For the leaders, it has also been 

super cool to see ALCF provide a space for the team’s volunteers to use and develop the talents 

and skills God has given them. Sometimes that can also be a challenge. But seeing them work 

together and then care about the people that enjoy their labor is very satisfying.

The Bible tells us that “what matters most” includes loving people, and the breakfast team has 

worked hard to fulfill that goal by stressing the importance of hospitality and caring for each 

person that walks down the steps on Sunday mornings.



L I F E  G R O U P S

 The Life Group ministry, led by Justin and Kylie Shackle, exists to develop and improve 
both the quality and quantity of disciples (a person who knows Jesus as Lord and Savior 
and is committed to growing in surrendered obedience to all that Jesus commands) at 
Abundant Life, and to equip disciples to go and make more disciples. Life Groups act as an 
extension of Abundant Life by serving believers at every level: from spiritual infants to 
mature disciple makers. The goal of this ministry is to build community with other 
believers in order to encourage, support, and challenge one another to grow in their faith 
journey. 

Some of the highlights from the past year have been watching those who participated in 
the discipleship training course lead and guide group meetings. Also, the team has had 
the opportunity to see leaders take ownership of their role in leading their groups 
effectively and helping their members see the value in community Finally, seeing groups 
come together to help meet the needs of those in other groups by providing meals, 
helping hands, and monetary assistance when needed has been amazing. This is just a 
testament to how important the overall church family is, regardless of which "Life Group" 
one may be a part of. 

The group has multiple examples to give of God showed up through their volunteers’ 

efforts. The one that sticks out the most was a story of adversity. In one of the groups, a 

leader experienced some push back from a member. After much debrief and prayer, this 

leader was able to proceed with leading the group in a way that allowed for the group to 

become more intimate and unified. This leader could have easily said, "This isn't worth it, I 

didn't sign up for this", yet pushed through the adversity in a loving and caring way. In 

another example of God’s work through life groups, other leaders of the team have 

rejoiced to see that their members are taking on leading discussions, leading worship, 

taking on volunteer roles at the church and generally stepping into culture at Abundant 

Life Christian Fellowship. Finally, watching twelve 20-somethings take their faith journey 

seriously enough to invest in intentionally growing and learning through discipleship 

training, where they learned the mission, model, and method of Jesus, and then watching 

these same individuals step into leadership roles was a big win for the year.



The Life Group team saw the “On Purpose: Pressing in to What Matters Most” theme lived 

out in the church’s life group leaders. The leaders loved the people they were serving 

well. The ministry of Life Groups isn't one that is out serving the city or the general 

population. Instead, this ministry is very intimate and built of trusting relationships. 

There are countless stories of hearts being softened, deeper relationships being 

established, and connection to services being made all because our leaders were willing 

to step into the lives of those they serve in their group. 

In the coming year as Abundant Life focuses on “Firm Foundations,” life groups will 

continue to serve as a foundation builder. It is our goal to intentionally use these groups 

to foster community and connectedness among our church body and to serve as a 

springboard toward a more intimate discipleship relationship. Through this ministry, the 

team wants to see people grow in their faith: that they take hold of the gospel, and 

experience how it can radically change their life, living life as Jesus would. And all of this 

is to help prepare our members give the reason for the hope that they have in Jesus (I 

Peter 3:15).



The Rooted Children’s Ministry, led by Lori 
Hewitt, serves the children and parents of ALCF. 
They have two areas of ministry that they focus 
on: the nursery ministry for children 0 to 3 yrs 
old, and Rooted, which is for children ages 3 
through 5th grade. The Rooted Children’s 
Ministry is designed to teach kids live out their 
faith at home, at school, and in their 
community. 

The team has experienced several high points 
over the past year. Their first was being able to 
see for themselves how much the children have 
learned in Rooted. As they went through a 
recap of the Life of Jesus, children were able to 
retell the story to the teacher. They knew the 
stories and could tell what Jesus did for them.

Additionally, the volunteers have been a true 
high point for the Children’s Ministry Team. The 
team is excited to have 5 men working in the 
Rooted ministry for the first time! While four 
kids graduated to the youth group, several have 
returned to volunteer in the nursery and in 
Rooted on Sunday mornings. Finally, the fact 
that some of the youth leaders also teach in the 
Rooted classes has been a blessing that allows 
kids to make a smoother transition from Rooted 
to the youth group. As always, the flexibility of 
team members has been greatly appreciated 
and essential to the success of the team.

The children’s ministry worked hard over the 
past year to lean into the theme of “On Purpose: 
Pressing in to What Matters Most.” Their choice 
of curriculum that studied the life of Jesus 
impacted teachers and students both as they 
observed how He lived His life and how He 
loved people. Using Jesus' life as an example 
and teaching the kids these principals have 
really shown What Matters Most. 

As they look to lead the children towards the 
theme of “Firm Foundation” throughout the year 
to come, the team will continue to always bring 
each lesson back to Jesus and the example He 
gave us through how He lived His life. They want 
to teach kids to build their life on Jesus and 
that He is our firm foundation. 
 



The Uprising Youth Ministry, led by Youth Pastor Blaine Hewitt, serves the students of our 

area in 6th-12th grade. Their main goal is to create an environment where these students 

can have an encounter with their Heavenly Father. 

Looking back, the team had several stand out moments over the past year of ministry. 

Baptizing 11 students this year was an amazing experience for everyone. God is doing some 

amazing things in our students’ lives! Likewise, the retreat was overall an awesome time 

with God. Saturday was especially meaningful as we watched God show up in a big way 

and the kids pour their hearts out. Finally, Celebration was such a cool night, with so many 

families coming and seeing what Uprising does! It was a very memorable honor for our 

team.

The Uprising volunteers worked especially hard this year, and God used them in great 

ways. They drove countless hours and miles of picking up students, texted students weekly 

to check in and see how they were doing, and spent a whole weekend pouring into the 

students while on retreat. On top of all of that, they were there for students as they poured 

their hearts out and got vulnerable.

The theme of On Purpose came into play as the leaders and volunteers learned the

importance of setting clear boundaries and expectations for students. They learned that 

this is truly the best way to demonstrate what matters most.

As they anticipate another year of ministry, the Uprising team sees that God is bringing in 

so many different students from different walks of life. They are reaching students from our 

city with the message of the Gospel, praying that they give them the Firm Foundation 

found in Jesus. Also, every other week they work with some of the students an hour before 

youth to talk deeper about the Gospel and how they can reach their families, friends, and 

schools with the message of the Gospel. The leaders are excited for what God is doing in 

the outreach of the youth ministry. They see students who have never met Jesus before 

regularly on Sunday Nights. Also, Blaine Hewitt is individually involved at Tuslaw High 

School and Middle School as well as Massillon Middle School and High School and the 

Fairless Middle School through partners in the Ministry. It is amazing the doors God has 

been opening for the youth ministry!

 



CARE TEAM
The Care Team’s ministry, led by Brenda Kurzen, is to care for members of 

our congregation who aren’t involved in other small groups. They try to 

make contact with these individuals monthly in some tangible way 

because they want everyone to feel cared for and seen. They don’t want 

anyone to go unnoticed and slip through the cracks.

Over the past year, the Care Team had several highlights. They welcomed 

a new member, Candy Chapman, and got to know and love the people on 

their prayer lists better. The team saw God at work through shared prayer 

requests and answered prayers as well as strengthened relationships. They 

learned how to better care for one another and rejoiced to see many 

members of the congregation return to regular attendance. The year’s 

theme, On Purpose: Pressing in to What Matters Most, was a great 

reminder for them that PEOPLE are what truly matter, and they pressed 

into that conviction as they ministered.

As they look forward to the new year, they are excited to add new team 

members as well as new people to the list of those they’re serving in 

ministry. They see the theme of Firm Foundation as a challenge to always 

be ready to ask people where they are on their faith journey.

 



The City Serve Ministry, led by Tamara Lutes, provides community service events specifically 
designed to meet the needs of families and individuals in the Massillon area. The goal of City 
Serve is to provide a warm hospitable environment during events, show the love of Christ 
with our actions and words, build relationships with our guests, pray for the neighborhood 
through individuals and group prayer walks and provide friendships that lead to 
discipleship. 

Over the past year, the team has seen God at work in several key ways. They’ve expanded 
their relationships with area agencies such as Massillon City Schools Food Truck, Canton For 
All People, Fresh Stark, and several local churches. City Serve was thrilled that all of their 
events were well attended, that they were able to continue to build relationships with 
individuals and families in our community, and that they were able to expand their event 
offerings. They gratefully welcomed new members to the City Serve team and watched as 
Abundant Life saw many new attendees who were first welcomed at a City Serve event.

The team is grateful to work with Joan Tomec, who has been a great blessing for our church. 
When Joan met Pastor Shane, he immediately knew that Joan could be a part of the ALCF 
vision. Since that time, Joan has formed a prayer walk team that impacts our neighborhood, 
attends City Serve meetings and events, and will continue to serve as we explore use of the 
Demmer Building. They are confident that God will continue to use Joan as He faithfully 
leads them forward in mighty ways. 

With the theme, On Purpose: Pressing In To What Matters Most, the team was determined to 
focus on the families that City Serve ministers to and really dig deep into how the ministry 
could impact the city. The team pressed into really showing Christ to those they served 
throughout the year. 

Over the next year, the team plans to implement the vision of Firm Foundation in several 
ways.First, they will continue their commitment to prayer for ALCF missions, members, 
guests, and City Serve attendees by individual members and participation in prayer walks. 
Additionally, they regularly discuss their mission and how God is moving to each member to 
reach out to guests of the City Serve events. And finally, they will continue to grow 
relationships with area organizations that provide services to assist area families and 
individuals.



FACILITIES TEAM
The Facilities Team, led by Bill Slater, makes it their goal to bring people of 

different skills together to serve the congregation by providing safe, clean, 

and functional environments in which Abundant Life can carry out the 

mission God has given us. 

The past year involved much cooperation from all those involved in the 

initial acclimation and planning of the team as well as a deep cleaning 

and complete reorganization of the storage area in the church known as 

“the pit.” Over all, the parking lot project stands out as one of the year’s 

greatest successes. All of the volunteers who committed to help showed 

up as promised on the hottest, most humid day of the summer and 

finished the project together. As the team sought to adhere to the shared 

vision of On Purpose, they found their role in making sure that our 

facilities were available at all times for all of our church’s planned events.  

As the team looks forward to the next year at Abundant Life, they purpose 

to continue their work to make our facilities ready for whatever God calls 

us to do in worship, fellowship, and teaching.

 



The Food Service team, led by Linda Crofut, provides food assistance to ministry 

leaders that are needing food for their ministry events. This may be ordering, picking 

up, and/or serving the food at gatherings. Linda and her team play a vital role in the 

ministry we do at the church across all the different ministries.  The Food Service 

team is also responsible for purchasing all of the kitchen products for the church. 

This past year, the team was able to serve at several Pizza with the Pastor events, pick 

up food for special leader gatherings, and help decorate and serve at a church 

member's wedding.

Linda is blessed to have people in the church step in and help when she is in need of 

assistance in serving at different times throughout the year. Even though she has 

those she is able to call on for help, she would love to add a few volunteers she can 

rely on when an event comes up that asks for the Food Service Team. 

F O O D  S E R V I C E  
T E A M



FINANCIAL TEAM
The Financial Team serves Abundant Life Christian Fellowship by managing the church finances 

in conjunction with the Board of Directors. This includes developing and monitoring a church 

budget, financial recording and reporting, and providing education on finances to the 

congregation.

Throughout this last year, the Financial Team started to dig deep into the finances of the church 

and how best we can steward the monies God has given us. To that end, the team moved all of 

our giving tracking to one program - Planning Center Giving. This program gives us real time 

reports detailing the patterns of giving at the church. At the end of the year, the team started to 

look at different ways that we can track expenses. Corey Jurkovich did a great job researching 

different software programs we could use, and the team settled on software called Divvy. They 

are excited to get that up and running this upcoming year.

The Financial team worked toward last year’s “On Purpose” theme by making sure that the 

church was stewarding the money that God has given us well by looking at the current systems 

that were in place and seeing how they could improve those systems. They anticipate working 

toward our new “Firm Foundation” theme by making sure thay Abundant Life’s financials are 

secure and in a good place so that the church can share the Gospel with all those we get to 

come in contact with.

COMMUNICATION TEAM
The communications team focuses on creating effective communication tools that encourage 
and compel members and others to become interested in participating in the church for the 
transformation of the world through Jesus Christ.
Throughout the past year, the team was able to assist the different ministries of our church by 
providing effective communication tools for them to use.They also worked on analyzing what 
the existing communications in our church looks like and started to develop a plan as to how 
we can make communication better at the church in the future. 

God really showed Himself through our team members in the past year. It was a blessing to 
have Sarah Senften and Angee Hamrick serve on the communication team. Every time a 
request came up for something that needed to be done, they were ready to serve with a 
humble attitude.
Looking forward to the coming year, the goal of the Communication Team is to be a help to our 
ministry leaders so that they can effectively share the Gospel with those they come in contact 
with. With our theme, Firm Foundation: Gospel Grounded. Always Ready. - we want to make 
sure we are helping our ministries share the Gospel with clarity and ease to everyone they 
encounter. 

 



BUDGET REPORT

TOTAL AMOUNT BUDGETED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR:  $270,828.24
TOTAL SPENT:  $271 ,879 .53
TOTAL GIVING:  $271 , 123 .35

C A P I T A L  E X P E N S E  S P E N D I N G :
$5,900.00
Capital  Expenses  Included:  Church Roof  Repairs ,  Church Bui lding Beam Rehab,  and more 

A S S E T S  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  Y E A R
INVESTMENTS:  $114 ,946 .59



BUDGET BROKEN DOWN



BUDGET BROKEN DOWN

CARE TEAM -  $83 .00
Spent on stamps, cards, meals, & gifts


